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Vancouver, British Columbia -  The Vancouver Film School is pleased to present The Grind, a short character drama wherein friendship and addiction compete to control the lives of two men.

As the smoke clears and last call has been announced yet again, crowds gather coats and settle tabs as they call it a night. Most of these people are ready to head home and rest for the day ahead, but for a few among them, the night has just begun. Soon, they will be in a dark room filled with the sound of chatter and stained with the stench of sweat masked by stale cologne. The men and women in this room come from all walks of life but share one common goal; to get that perfect hand. These people are true craftsman in the art of the game, who meet on this neutral territory to match wits and trade fortunes. The Grind is a gritty story of one such person in caught in this intricate web of addiction.

Based on actual events, this short film represents the combined effort of a group of highly talented young filmmakers. The first film for many, everyone involved in this production has put forth every effort to craft a modern, exciting drama. Utilizing sharp lighting and camerawork, fast editing, and pumping music, The Grind is a slick and satisfying film – but beyond the film school gloss lies a top-notch story about real people. This is not just a film about poker – above all else it’s a film about friendship.

The Grind is a challenging and dramatic film, ambitious indeed for a group of first-time filmmakers to take on. The result of this challenge is something special though, and as the two lead characters come to a fork in the long road towards recovering their friendship, they must decide whether to part ways forever, or to grind it out together for one last hand. 

For further information, please visit our website or contact us as below.

Web:
http://thegrindmovie.tripod.com
Email:
thegrind@hotmail.com
Producer:
Brad Smith
Phone: 604.608.1554

Email: b6smith@hotmail.com 

Writer/Director:
David Hung
Phone: 604.780.6992

Email: dave_hung_9@hotmail.com 

log line
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Life’s a gamble.

short synopsis

The Grind, 2001, Colour, 10 minutes.
Written and Directed by David Hung

The Grind is the story of two friends caught in a bitter web of addiction, betrayal and deceit. As the two come to a fork in the long road towards recovering their friendship, they must decide whether to part ways forever, or to grind it out together for one last hand. 

long synopsis

As the smoke clears and last call has been announced yet again, crowds gather coats and settle tabs as they call it a night. Most of these people are ready to head home and rest for the day ahead, but for a few among them, the night has just begun. Soon, they will be in a dark room filled with the sound of chatter and stained with the stench of sweat masked by stale cologne. The men and women in this room come from all walks of life but share one common goal; to get that perfect hand. These people are true craftsman in the art of the game, who meet on this neutral territory to match wits and trade fortunes. The Grind is a gritty story of one such person in caught in this intricate web of addiction – a person it seems who may never escape. 

The Grind" is the story of two friends caught in a tangled web of addiction, betrayal and deceit in the dark underground world of high limit poker. After Phil loses his last dime yet again, he approaches an old friend – Charlie - to bail him out. As the two discuss old times an inevitable question is poised... which is stronger; friendship or addiction?
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production information

PRODUCTION

Film Title:

”The Grind”

English Title:

see above
Year Completed:
2001 

Class No.:

78

Production No.:
722

Exact Running Time:
10:00 minutes

Footage (films):
1600’ Kodak Expression 7284

CATEGORY OF PRODUCTION

A



B

- Film



- Arts/Humanities

- Drama


- Social/Political




- Social Sciences/Humanities

INTENDED AUDIENCE

- General Audience of young adults
- General Audience of adults

FORMAT

Produced on which format:
16mm colour film

Presentation format:

16mm colour film w/ Optical sound





VHS/Digital Video (DV Pro) ??

SCRIPT/SCREENPLAY

- Original script/screenplay

CONTACT INFORMATION

	Writer/Director

Name:

David Hung

Nationality:
Canadian

Address:
#327 333 Garry Cres.



Calgary, Alberta



Canada,   T2K 1A6

Telephone:
604.780.6992

Email:

dave_hung_9@hotmail.com
	Producer

Name:

Brad Smith

Nationality:
Canadian

Address:
18 Millman Crt.



Ottawa, Ontario



Canada,   K2L 2P5

Telephone:
604.608.1554

Email:

b6smith@hotmail.com


FILM FESTIVAL ATTENDANCE

Should The Grind be selected for screening and/or win an award at any of the festivals entered, the following crew members would like notification so they might attend:

David Hung

-Writer/Director
    p. 604.780.6992
e. dave_hung_9@hotmail.com

Brad Smith

-Producer
    p. 604.608.1554
e. b6smith@hotmail.com

Megan Bodaly

-Editor

    p. 604.817.8701
e. nekokitten@hotmail.com
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filmmaker bios
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David Hung

Writer/Director 

Before coming to Vancouver Film School, David Hung had a taken a two year hiatus from his studies at the Mount Royal College to travel east Asia where he decided to pursue his love of film. Born in Vancouver, David spent most of his life in Calgary Alberta. At VFS, he has directed one film and produced another.

      Brad Smith
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Producer

Brad Smith recently worked as a Web Publisher for the Government of Canada, in a tiny cubicle with no natural light. He’s also worked as a graphic designer, a video-store clerk, a barrista, a bookseller, and a writer of comic books. Previously he spent a year and a half studying film at Ryerson University in Toronto, where he directed two short films. At VFS he has also served as a cinematographer and editor. He is originally from Ottawa Ontario.

Eman El-Naggar

Cinematographer
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Eman El-Naggar has a BA in Theater Arts from the American University in Cairo, 1996.  She designed costumes and set for various university plays during and after graduation. She also assisted in costume design on two feature films directed by the renowned Egyptian director, Youssef Chahine.  Other related experiences include her work as a free lance assistant director dubbing Walt Disney features and series. She obtained experience working on Pro-Tools at a sound studio as a sound recordist and editor at a sound studio.
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transcript

title:
vancouver film school presents

title:
the grind

1            INT BAR-MORNING                                             

               The room is dark and decrepit with sounds of muffled chatter

               bouncing off the paint chipped walls and the shuffling of

               poker chips crackling throughout. PHILIP, 24, unshaven, weary

               and defeated sits at a worn, ash covered table as he tries

               his luck at one last hand. Surrounding him sit a group of

               exhausted men hunched over, faces clouded by smoke and

               covered in early morning stubble. Phil sits silent and in

               disgust as he loses his last dime once again.

               X INT BAR STAIRCASE-MORNING

               He emerges in shock from the smoke filled room and stumbles

               awkwardly against the wall.

                                   PHIL

                         ..fuck, Phil.

               Looking at his watch, he lets out a long breath and begins to

               trot down the long wooden staircase.

2

               INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                        

               The room is black with all but a small stream of light

               creeping through the blinds as CHARLIE, 25, clean cut and

               handsome is awoken by deafening pounding on his door.

               Charlie scratches the back of his head emphatically as he

               fumbles to find the light switch.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Yeah...?

               Squinting into the peephole he sees Phil on the other side

               with a cocky smile and waving a casual hello. Charlie takes

               a step back and pauses for an uncomfortable moment before

               finally opening the door.

                                   PHIL

                         Charles!

               The door has barely been unchained before Phil pushes it wide

               open and pulls Charlie in to embrace him.

                                   PHIL

                                (continuing)

                         How the fuck you been, man?

                                   CHARLIE

                         Good...Phil…I uh... I've been

                         good. How have you been? How's Kelly?

                                   PHIL

                         Ahh...you know. Same old thing. But

                         you,... Charlie, look at you.

               Phil brushes the lint off of Charlie's faded old t-shirt and

               casually wipes it off his hand before continuing.

                                   PHIL

                                (continuing)

                         I gotta tell ya man, you look like

                         shit. Just get off work?

                                   CHARLIE

                         Couple of hours ago. Corey called in

                         sick in the middle of my shift. Got

                         stuck doing a double.

               Paying Charlie no attention, Phil walks around the room,

               unamusingly looking at the messy apartment.

                                   PHIL

                         Why the fuck are you still working at

                         that place anyways? The pay is shit,

                         the hours are brutal and Sid, oh my

                         god Sid is the biggest fucker ever.

                         I mean, that's the main reason why I

                         quit or else I would have ended up

                         killing the guy. Swear to God.

                                   CHARLIE

                         You were fired, Phil

                                   PHIL

                         I was?… huh, maybe that's why he

                         wouldn't give me that reference.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Yeah. Maybe.

                                   PHIL

                         Oh well, fuck it. Got coffee?

3

               INT CHARLIE'S KITCHEN-MORNING                           

               Charlie carefully scoops heaping tablespoons of coffee grinds

               into two deep black mugs.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Black?

                                   PHIL (O.S.)

                         What's that?

                                   CHARLIE

                         Your coffee.

4

               INT CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                         

               Phil stands at the desk staring at an old photo of the two of

               them from a few years back.

                                   PHIL

                         Umm... yeah.

5

               INT  CHARLIE'S KITCHEN-MORNING                          

               Pouring the cream, all that is heard in the silence is the

               occasionally pinging against the mug from the spoon.

                                   CHARLIE

                         So how much did you lose?

6

               INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                        

               Expecting the question, Phil looks over at Charlie leaning

               against the kitchen doorway.

                                   PHIL

                         ...I dropped it all.

               Charlie stares blank faced at the wall and frustratingly

               slides his hand down his long face.

                                   PHIL

                                (continuing)

                         What can I tell, ya? One minute I'm

                         stacked to the tits in chips and then

                         BAM the next thing you know I'm

                         fuckin stuck for all I gots.

               Phil looks away and shakes his head.

                                   CHARLIE

                         What were you playing loose? Throwing

                         chips away or what?

                                   PHIL

                         No, tight. So tight. I'm talking, I

                         was a rock...made a couple of early

                         moves…but no, no - solid I swear.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Then what happened?

                                   PHIL

                         I don't know, man. I was getting

                         tired and shit. Then Paki Paul comes

                         in and starts check raisin' my

                         ass ...

                                (beat)

                         I was gettin so fuckin pissed off!

                                   CHARLIE

                         Phil… You know better than that.

                                   PHIL

                         Yeah I know but, its just, I was

                         gettin monster hands, just couldn't

                         lay them down… fuck.

               Beat.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Who was all there?

                                   PHIL

                         The usuals…Chow and his

                         Crew, Adam, B, Frank – man, the guy’s 

a major fuckin putz.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Which Frank?

                                   PHIL

                         Fat Frank.

                                   CHARLIE

                         ...Fat Frank?

                                   PHIL

                         Yes. Frank. Fat Frank! The guy from

                         out West. Glasses? Cowboy hat?

                                   CHARLIE

                         Ooohhh!! You mean Hollywood Frank!

                                   PHIL

                         Hollywood Frank, Fat Frank. Same

                         shit, same fuckin Frank, same fuckin

                         putz.

               Charlie backs way from the confrontation stares into his mug

               swirling the coffee around its brim.

               (beat)

                                   PHIL

                                (continuing)

                         Look, Charlie, I'm just gonna come

                         out and ask you, alright? 


(beat)

                                   PHIL

                         You got any coin you can lend me

                         there? I mean… I know I still owe

                         you from last time… but I gotta get

                         back – and you know how it is.

               Charlie stands up from the floor and hands Phil his coffee.

                                   CHARLIE

                         No I'm sorry, I don't, Phil.

               Charlie strolls over to the window and open the curtain.

                                   PHIL

                         You don't... or you won't, Charlie?

               Charlie turns around and looks hard at his old friend.

                                   CHARLIE

                         I won't, Phil.

               Charlie sips his coffee staring out the window as Phil sits

               baffled.

                                   PHIL

                         Wait, wait...am I missing something

                         here? I'm tapped, Charlie. Bone dry.

                         I'm fucked. I don't have nothing

                         left.

                                   CHARLIE

                         You uh… You don't have anything left.

                                   PHIL

                         Yeah.

                                   CHARLIE

                         No, what I mean is, you can’t say…

you have to say; "I don't have anything 

left" you can't say: "I don't have nothing

                         left". Its a double negative.

                                   PHIL

                         Oh. "a double negative". I see. How's

                         this for a double negative – ‘fuck you’

                         Charlie. How's that?

                                   CHARLIE

                         I'm just saying..

                                   PHIL

                         No, no. Don't just say anything. This

                         isn't fuckin special ed class. Say

                         this; "Here you go, Phil - here's

                         some Fuckin money to save your ass,

cuz I'm not a total fuckin dick and I don't

                         want to see my friend, ME, get his

                         ass kicked".

                                   CHARLIE

                         And why would you get your ass

                         kicked, Phil?

                                   PHIL

                         "Why?" What do you mean "why?" That's

                         not the fuckin point, Charlie.

                                   CHARLIE

                         What is your point?

                                   PHIL

                         My point! … Man, my point is that you 

can help out an old friend here.

                                   CHARLIE

                         A friend? As in you? What the fuck is

                         that? You don't just show up at my

                         house after… what, a year after

                         screwing me over last time, wake my

                         ass out of bed at 7:00 in the morning

                         and then go barking orders and

                         expect me to be ok about it. I don't

                         expect shit from you, you don't

                         expect shit from me. Simple as that.

               Charlie stops midsentence and gives up. Downing the rest of

               his coffee he walks to the kitchen passing Phil who is trying

               hard to look away staring at the floor.

               Charlie raises his eyebrows and simply smiles, knowing Phil

               will have nothing to say in response as he turns and walks

               into the kitchen.

7

               INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                        

               Phil sits silent and uncomfortably, staring around the room

               and not knowing what he should say or do.

8

               INT  CHARLIE'S KITCHEN-MORNING                          

               Charlie rummages through his empty cupboards, spilling over

  expired jars of condiments pushing them on their sides.

                                   PHIL

                         Alright then.. umm...I'd better go.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Hey wait...you wanna go grab some

                         breakfast or something?

                                   PHIL

                         Breakfast? No… you're tired I

                         shouldn't…

                                   CHARLIE

                         No, it's ok - I'm never gonna fall

                         back asleep. Want to go to the Grill?

                                   PHIL

                         The Grill? Great, I'm starving.

                         Umm...why don't you shower, get

                         cleaned up. I'll go see Kel at the

                         shop and I'll come by in what...an

                         hour?

                                   CHARLIE

                         An hours good.

                                   PHIL

                         Cool. I'll see you then.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Cool.

               Phil stands uncomfortably as he pats his jacket down

               nervously for his keys. Finally feeling them inside of his

               pocket, he gives Charlie one final nod as he heads out the

               door.

9               

INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT HALLWAY-MORNING                

               Phil warily makes his way down the hall to the elevator.

10               

INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                        

               Fresh out of the shower is, Charlie enters and notices his wallet, 

  lying open on the shelf.

11               

INT  BUILDING STAIRCASE-MORNING                         

               The echo of thunderous footsteps slowly trotting up the old

               wooden staircase are heard as a long shadow is cast against

               the rotting wall.

12               

INT  CHARLIE'S APARTMENT-MORNING                        

               Charlie slowly cracks open the wallet, only to find it completely 

  empty.

                                   CHARLIE

                         Fuck!

13               

INT BUILDING STAIRCASE-MORNING                          

               Phil, hunched over and exhausted begins to emerge from the

               bottom of the staircase as he heads towards the apartment at

               the top of the stairs. As he comes to the door, he stops and

               pulls out a crumpled wad of money from his pocket. Letting

               out a long deep breath, he knocks.

               THE END.
visionary statement

The Grind is a successful collaboration of all the key departments on a film working together on the highest level, each putting forth their visions and ideas. Based on actual events, this film could only have come to life through the dedication and commitment of all members of the cast and crew. 

When we began, not everyone on the crew understood the addictive ways of poker players, and the hold the game has on so many. However as we went deeper into the production, we began to see that this was not simply a film about poker, with all the preconceptions and notions thereof.  We were also trying to stay away from just a film about gambling and addiction, for although these issues are the basis of our character’s problems, they are not the core of the story. Friendship, loyalty and forgiveness - these are the real issues that we attempted to tackle, and we were pleased to see it coming together.  

The key to making this believable was to have everyone working well as a team, be it from a directing standpoint, to the camera and lighting, to the art direction.  Initially, the film was to be a very straightforward shoot without any gimmicks or handy camera work… However, as time went on people from all departments began to throw in their ideas and what they had envisioned for certain scenes. Rooms with deep red poker tables, filled with smoke or slashed with beams of light would bring the audience to the game. Shots would be edited in a very non-conventional style to create the erratic character of many poker players. As things began to snowball we grew excited that this could be a beautiful film visually, for we had total control of our colour palates and editing style.  It was a risky at the time - it was the first attempt at anything like this for all of us, but we knew that if we were to pull it off, in the end that it’d be worth it. 

And with all that said… I think that it was.
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David Hung, Director
August 2001
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	Clint Butler - Phil
	Randy Ross - Charlie
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	Defining Image

Phil at the table… one last time?
	Image # 112-0030

Photo by B. Smith
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	Director in action

Director David Hung (left) inspects the frame, while 1st A.C. Petra Vasama waits patiently.
	Image # 112-0010

Photo by B. Smith
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	Cinematographer in action

Director of Photography Eman El-Naggar (right) plans a shot.
	Image # 112-0030

Photo by B. Smith
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	Director

Writer/Director David Hung.
	Image # 110-0015

Photo by B. Smith
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	Producer

Producer (and Stills Photographer) Brad Smith wishes we had some pictures of him. (Portrait to come)
	Image # 112-0015

Photo by B. Smith
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	Clint Butler

Clint plays “Phil,” our charismatic but hapless protagonist.
	Image # 110-0035

Photo by B. Smith
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	Randy Ross

Randy plays “Charlie,” possibly Phil’s last shot at redemption. 
	Image # 110-0001

Photo by B. Smith
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	Crew Portrait

Left to right:

Ryan Hawley (Boom), Megan Bodaly (Art/Continuity & Editor), Brad Smith (Producer & Assistant Director), David Hung (Writer & Director), Brenda Huggins (Sound Mixer), Petra Vasama (1st Camera Assist), Eman El-Naggar (Director of Photography & Camera Op.), Casey McGrath (Gaffer Extraordinaire).
	Image: crew_composite_large.jpg


Photo by N. Rappaport
Composite by B. Smith


festival disclaimer

All entrants grant permission to have portions of their work reproduced for publicity purposes connected with the festival.

I, David Hung, the filmmaker, hereby grant permission for excerpts of the film 

“The Grind” to be used for this purpose.

Dated at Vancouver Film School, this 4th (fourth) day of October, 2001.
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